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had been killed, and Ms edicts repealed by the senate, because
of their excessive cruelty, lie returned to Ephesus, in the reign
of Nerra, [A.D. 96,] and living there to the reign of Trajan,
[A.D. 97,] lie established and governed all the Churches of Asia;
dying at a great age, in the sixty-eighth year of our Lord's pas-
sion, [A.D. 31 +68=] A.D. 99.

Jerom also observes, that " last of all the Evangelists, John
wrote a Gospel, at the desire of the Bishops of Asia, against
Cerinthus, and other heretics, and especially against the dogma
of the Ebionites, then springing up, who affirmed that CHRIST
did not exist before his birth of Mary: whence he was com-
pelled to declare his divine nativity." Lardner, V. p. 40. And
In another passage more fully, "When he was in Asia, and
the seeds sown by the heretics, Cerinthus, Ebion, and others,
who denied CHRIST to hare come in the flesh 9 were now spring-
ing up3 (whom also in his Epistle he calls Antichritfs,J he was
compelled, by almost all the Bishops of Asia, and by deputations
from many Churches, to write more fully of OUR SAVIOUR'S
Divinity; and ecclesiastical history informs us, that when he
was thus urged by the brethren to write, lie answered that he
would, provided that they would all join in prayer and fasting
to God; which being done, and he being fully inspired, he
burst forth into that divine preface, " In the beginning was THIS
ORACLE," &c. p. 35.

From this concurrent testimony of Irenaws, TJieodorel, Epi-
phamitS) and Jerom, we may collect, that John wrote his Gospel
about A.D. 97, and not earlier, about two years before his death;
which is the elate adopted by Mill, Fair ictus, Le Clerc, and
Jones, Lardner, VI. 190, and seems greatly preferable to A.D.
68, adopted by Lardner himself, upon two considerations, which
appear to be very weak: 1. That it is likely St. John wrote a
short time after the other Evangelists, either to confirm them,
or to supply omissions; and so to complete the history of
CHRIST ; 2. That at a very great age, (supposing that John
was born about the same time with CHRIST,) he could have
been scarcely Jit for such a work as this, p. 191.

For, 1. It is rather unlikely that John wrote soon after the
other Evangelists. He waited until the doctrine of CHRIST'S
human nature was sufficiently established, by means of the pre-
ceding Gospels; before the work! could be prepared for that
higher and more mysterious doctrine of his divine nature,